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This report covers developments in the New Zealand mountains from November 
2010 to December 2011.

Darran Mountains
Summer 2010/11 activity included lots of the usual low elevation rock 

climbing, plus a few new routes ‘up high’ in the Darrans. Ben Dare and 
Guy McKinnon managed to climb a ‘proper’ alpine line on the south 
face of Mt Tutoko in November 2010. The grade V/3+ climb starts from 
the Age glacier and joins the upper section of the south-west ridge before 
avoiding the final headwall on the ridge by cutting out onto the west face 
before heading to the summit. On Mt Talbot, Dave Bolger and Rupert 
Gardiner climbed Walking the Dog in April. The route starts about 70m 
to the right of Neal’s Climb and ascends impeccable coarse grey diorite for 
four pitches of grade 18 followed by a final pitch of fun grade 14. Daniel 
Joll, Rupert Gardiner and Erika Tovar established a new traditional route 
in ground-up style on the upper north face of Mt Moir. The aptly named 
Old School (5 pitches, grade 20) is situated in good company between the 
Denz-Herron and Denz-Hudson lines of the 70s. Dave Vass, Rich Turner 
and James Spears did a new route on the south-east face of Karetai. More 
Drugs, More Threesomes consists of six pitches straight up the middle of the 
face. Matteo Scoz and Carl Schiller found two new lines on the north-east 
buttress of Sentinel. UraeU is grade 15 and New Born is grade 13. Nick 
Cradock, Murray Ball and Dave Shotwell continued their work in gifting 
NZ climbers with moderate well-protected multi-pitch rock routes in the 
Darrans by bolting three 160-230m slab routes on the Shotwell Slabs in the 
upper Hollyford Valley.

The annual NZAC Darrans Winter Meet has been the focal point for 
winter climbers and climbing in Fiordland the past few years and 2011 was 
no exception. During the meet, in June, Steve Fortune and Bret Shandro 
made the first ascent of Behavioural Therapy on the right-hand end of the 
Psycopath Wall under the north face of Mt Talbot. Two new lines were 
climbed directly above the Homer Tunnel. Night Vision (Ant Morgan, 
Jimmy Harrison, Al Walker) is a 500m route up an open groove system in 
the middle of the face and Tunnel Vision (Reg Measures, Anthony Garvie, 
Tim Steward) takes a deep gully line. 

Wakatipu
New route activity has continued at a cracking pace on the Remarkables, 

thanks mainly to Daniel Joll and his many and varied partners. Daniel and 

Rupert Gardiner climbed the nine-pitch Thursday’s Fool (14/M4) on the 
south face of Single Cone in late May. Soon after that, Daniel climbed 
Sunset on Single (16/M6) with Erika Tovar and then Double Ds (16/M5) with 
Danny Murphy on the same face in early June. Continuing with his run 
of first ascent success, Daniel recruited Craig Jefferies later in the season 
to establish Searching for Sumo (M5), on the west face of Double Cone, and 
then adding Danny Murphy to the team, the trio climbed Consolation Prize 
(M6) on the same face. Toward the end of the winter season, Daniel and 
Danny climbed Recessionary Downgrade (M5) on the Telecom Tower, and 
then Daniel and Jamie Vinton-Boot established what is currently the most 
difficult traditional mixed line in the country. Under Pressure (M8) is also 
on the Telecom Tower and was climbed third try in the ground-up style by 
Daniel, followed immediately by Jamie.

223. Guy McKinnon on the summit slopes of Mt Tutoko, having just completed 
a new route on the south face with Ben Dare. (Ben Dare)
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During the summer months Queenstown resident Stanley Costa was 
busy up the Dart Valley, putting in a number of new multi-pitch rock routes 
on Mount Chaos. The rock is apparently very good—similar to schist, but 
with more structural integrity.

The Remarkables also saw some summer activity. Ben Dare, Danny 
Murphy and Anna Ruotsi climbed the south-west spur of Single Cone for 
its first ascent. The route constituted seven pitches with a crux grade of 17. 
Ben then did a second new route in the area, this time on the south face of 
Single Cone with Andrew Finnigan, seven pitches again and with a crux 
one notch up at grade 18.

Aoraki Mt Cook and Westland
Three new routes have been established in Aoraki Mount Cook National 

Park in the past year. Just one new route was completed during the 
2010/11 summer. Ben Dare and Mike Rowe found some untouched rock 

224. Daniel Joll on the first ascent of Under Pressure (M8), West face of The Remarkables. 
(Erika Tovar)

on the south face of Malte Brun in February, with a crux grade of 17. The 
2011 winter new route tally was also just one. Steve Fortune and Greig 
Hamilton made the first ascent of the south face of Mt Sibbald from the 
Godley Valley in June.

In October 2011, Marty Schmidt and Elke Braun-Elwert climbed 13 
pitches of new terrain on the south face of Aoraki which they then linked 
into the South/Hillary Ridge. They named their route Pounamu and it is 
grade MC5 (Mount Cook grade 5). Also in October, Jamie Vinton-Boot 
and Matt Thom added a direct start to the Central Gullies on the south 
face of Mt Hicks. Generation Y is graded MC6- and takes in seven pitches of 
previously unclimbed terrain.

Over to the west, Stuart Holloway and Felix Landman climbed Path 
of Manolin on the right side of the Abel Janszoon Face of Mt Tasman in 
January 2011. Also in January, Paul Hersey, Jamie Vinton-Boot, Shelley 
Hersey and Kester Brown climbed two new rock routes on the west side of 
Mt Walter and Daniel Joll, Erika Tovar and Rupert Gardiner climbed a 
new route on the west buttress of Mt Haast.

On to winter, and the Fox Neve saw two new routes, thanks to Jono 
Clarke and Jamie Vinton-Boot. Technospectacle (IV, AI5, M7) takes a line of 
most resistance on the west face of Conway Peak and is probably the most 
technically difficult route in the NZ mountains. They climbed Supergroove 
(III, AI4, M6) on the Marcel Face of Mt Haast shortly after. Jamie and 
Jono then recruited Thomas Adamson to establish a direct start to Swim-
ming with Sharks, also on the Marcel Face.

Hopkins Valley and Ben Ohau Range
In January 2011, Jamie Vinton-Boot soloed the first ascent of the south-

225. Elke Braun-Elwert on the Hillary Ridge of Aoraki Mount Cook, having just completed 
a 13-pitch new ice and mixed line on the south face called Pounamu. (Marty Schmidt)
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west face of Mt Williams, the hardest bit of which was grade 16. When 
winter arrived, Jamie with Paul Hersey climbed Don’t Drop the Chandelier 
(M5, WI4) on the SW face of Peak 2200m, Honey Badger (WI3) on the west 
side of Rabbiters Peak and White Strike (WI3, M4) on the west side of the 
Dasler Pinnacles.

In Bush Stream, Jamie teamed up with Nick Hanafin to make the first 
ascent of Deformed on Palpation (WI4+), on the south face of Mt Brown. 
Ben Warrick and James Farrant also had a poke up Bush Stream, coming 
away with first ascent honours with their route Cool Running (WI4) in The 
Portal area.

Marlborough
David Manning, Kieran Parsons and Vaughan Snowdon climbed a new 

route on Pinnacle in March. The route was horrible – mossy, wet and hard 
to protect. The crux was grade 15 and it is called Not for Rock Jocks.

Ruapehu
Jono Clarke and Diane Drayton climbed a number of new mixed routes 

in the Mangaturuturu Cirque during the winter. Clarke climbed Reach 
Exceeds Grasp (M7), which is on the first wall seen when arriving in the 
valley, along with Roadrunner (M6/7) on the left end of the main wall. 
Drayton put up Nervous Connections (M5) on the same wall as Reach Exceeds 
Grasp. All routes are fully bolted.

226. Jamie Vinton-Boot on the first ascent of the west rib of Mt Walter, Westland National 
Park. (Kester Brown)
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The Mount Everest Foundation was set up as a registered charity 
following the ascent of Everest in 1953 and was initially financed 

from the surplus funds and subsequent royalties of that expedition. It is a 
continuing initiative between the Alpine Club and the Royal Geographical 
Society (with the Institute of British Geographers).
The foundation’s prime object is the promotion of ‘exploration’ in moun-
tain areas: this is mainly geographic, but also includes the application of 
other exploratory disciplines in these areas, such as geology, botany and 
zoology. It has now distributed well over £900,000 to almost 1600 British 
and New Zealand expeditions, mostly to ambitious young climbers.
In return for supporting an expedition, all that the MEF asks is a compre-
hensive report. Once received, copies are lodged in the Alpine Club Library, 
the Royal Geographical Society, the British Mountaineering Council and 
the Alan Rouse Memorial Collection in Sheffield Central Library. Dona-
tions to assist the work of the MEF are very welcome, so if you have previ-
ously benefited from MEF grants, why not include a bequest to the Foun-
dation in your will?
2013 will see the 60th anniversary of the first ascent of Mount Everest, and 
plans are in hand to celebrate this milestone with a major event in the 
Royal Geographical Society on 29 May. See our website [www.mef.org.
uk] for more information nearer to the date.
The following notes summarise reports from the expeditions supported 
during 2011, and are divided into geographical areas. 

AMERICA – NORTH & CENTRAL

British Mount Hayes (USA) Guy Wilson with Chris Johnson and Neil 
Warren, April-May 2011.
This team hoped to make the first ascent of the west ridge of Mount Hayes 
(4216m), the highest peak in the remote Eastern Alaska Range. However, 
when they arrived in the area and discussed their plans with local climbers, 
they learned that although not generally reported, the ridge had actually 
been climbed in the 1970s. Apparently this situation is not atypical of 
the region, where a number of first ascents by local climbers have gone 
unreported, allowing subsequent parties the pleasure of making ‘second 
first ascents’. The British team decided to stick with its plan but due to 
unseasonable snowfall was unsuccessful. Nevertheless, they climbed two 
neighbouring mountains, firstly Skarland (3145m), by its SE ridge – the 
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